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The Monarch Butterfly                !
!

!        !
!!!
The Tree of Life 
!
!

!   ”From Little Acorns Mighty Oaks Trees Grow.” 
   

  We need to plant the seeds of our desires… to cultivate the soil, to water the 
ground, to fertilise it and then… to be patient. Knowing that it  WILL  manifest and flow 
in it’s own time with the seasons reaching far and wide!      

 How far will your  branches reach...? 

I chose these little inspiring butterfly’s who live extraordinary and 
miraculous lives as a symbol of what each and every child has the 
capability to achieve if they so desire.  

Some groups of Monarchs migrate for over 2,000 miles during August-
October, flying almost ½ way around the world from Canada and the 
USA to holiday over winter in coastal southern California to the 
Transvolcanic Mountains of central Mexico. Females lay their eggs along 
the migratory route as the migration takes up to three generations of 
Monarchs to complete this amazing journey.  
Other Monarchs choose to stay in one area their entire lives and live 
perfectly happy and content, and can tough it out through the long 
cold winter…   



! Darley Primary School Principles  

!
!  
 : the quality of being excellent; state of possessing good qualities in an 
eminent degree; exalted merit; superiority in virtue. !!
!  : a disposition to allow freedom of choice and behaviour. !!
!  : co operative work done by a team. !!

!  : a loving feeling, exhibiting concern and empathy for                                                                                                                       
others. 

  

!  : the cognitive process of acquiring skill or knowledge;  
"the child’s acquisition of language" 

!
!  :consideration and courteous regard for people’s 
feelings;  "in deference to your wishes";   "out of respect for their ” 

!

!  : the quality of being warm-hearted and considerate, 
humane and sympathetic.  

!  : a state of well-being characterized by emotions 
ranging from contentment to intense joy.  
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The Rainbow Star 

!   We are all stars made from star dust, with 
unlimited possibilities that are only limited by our own imagination… 

!
Kids   with   their   Pets    and    Love   in   their   Hearts!  

!

!   !   !   !   !                                                

!      !      !     !      !        !         !   

Frog           Blue tongue lizard   Mouse     Dog                  Cat        Cockatoo    Turtle   

!
  

The Ying Yang Grip 

!     !  : I have shown the hand grip between the kids 
of all colours as the symbol of…Ying and Yang : male and female, 
balance, harmony and unity of all nations, and that by respecting your 
principles, standing strong, proud and working together is the way to 
achieve peace in our own lives and in the world.     



                     !   

Again using the symbol of Ying and Yang to show the dichotomies in 
life (i.e. conditions perceived as polar extremes or opposites, you can 
never have one without the other…)  

 i.e.  Night and Day,  Hot and Cold,   Wet and Dry,   Beginning and End,              

                                 …or the two sides to a coin. 

!
Boomerangs 

!   

      I used the boomerang as a symbol of the law of 

                         “KARMA”  which is… 

     “What you give out, is what you get back.” 

The Australian Aboriginal is credited with inventing the boomerang, 
many Aboriginal groups used this tool mainly for hunting but also in 
religious ceremonies. The weapon can easily kill a small animal or 
knock down a larger one like a Kangaroo or emu. 



How do Boomerangs work? 

A boomerang must be held vertically and thrown with spin. They can 
travel distances up to 200 m. Boomerangs used for hunting are heavy 
sticks with a slight curve, which means they can be aimed and thrown 
in a straight line at high speed. These are termed non-returning 
boomerangs. The spinning motion of the boomerang gives it stability as 
it flies. The more familiar returning boomerang is light in weight and has 
a more curved shape, which causes it to fly back to the thrower. 
Throwing sticks like boomerangs have been around for more than 
15 000 years and were invented independently by a number of 
different cultures. People in Egypt, Africa, Europe and North America 
used throwing sticks… 

… but the returning boomerang is unique to the Australian 
Aborigines. 

!
The Dream Time Serpent !

 ! John Mawurndjul, Njalyod - the rainbow serpent, 
1985, natural pigments on bark. © John Mawurndjul. Licensed by 
VISCOPY, Australia, 2007. 

! Marie Jean Hamilton, acrylic on board.  2009 

!



This symbol of a serpent is a Creation Being and perhaps the oldest 
continuing religious belief in the world, dating back several thousand  
 of years. The Rainbow Serpent features in the Dreamtime stories of 
many mainland Aboriginal nations and is always associated with 
watercourses, such as billabongs, rivers, creeks and lagoons.  
She is the protector of the land, its people, and the source of all life 
very similar to our own symbol Mother Nature. However, here is another 
dichotomy; she can also be a destructive force if it is not properly 
respected. The Rainbow Serpent is one of the oldest continuing 
religious beliefs in the world and continues to be a cultural influence 
today. The most common Aboriginal story tells that in the Dreamtime 
the world was flat, bare and cold. The Rainbow Serpent slept under the 
ground with all the animal tribes in her belly waiting to be born. When it 
was time, she pushed up, calling to the animals to come from their 
sleep. She threw the land out, making mountains and hills and spilled 
water over the land, making rivers and lakes…                                        
She made the sun, the fire and all the colours… 
!
The Dream Time Animals… 

!     

!
Kangaroos                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         !
…belong to a group of marsupials called macropods, which means 
‘great footed animals’. Macropods have strong back legs with long 
feet. They hop on their back legs when travelling, using the muscular 
tail as a balance. Hopping in this way is an energy-efficient way of 
travelling long distances. Their front legs are small. When moving slowly, 
usually as they graze or to change position, the tail and front legs prop 
up the animal, and the back legs move forward… this is called 'crawl 
walking'. Kangaroos are good swimmers, and will sometimes escape a 
threat by going into water if it is nearby feeding in the late afternoon 
and early morning and spend the day resting in shade. In hot weather 
they scrape the ground with their front paws and lie in the cooler earth 
they have exposed. Kangaroos do not sweat, so in the heat they lick 
their front paws and rub the moisture onto their chests to cool down.  

http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/cgi-bin/goto.pl?cr_pg=http://www.nlc.org.au/html/abt_rainbow.html
http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/mammals.htm


 !   

The Emu         
… have feathers that look like shaggy fur. It the second-largest flightless 
bird. However, its wings are only about 7 inches (18 centimetres) long. 
That’s shorter than a crow’s wings. An emu’s wings are so small that the 
bird’s thick coat of feathers covers them over.   Emus are found only in 
Australia. There, they travel in pairs or small groups on the grassy plains. 
They eat fruit, seeds, and bugs. As they search for food, they sometimes 
anger farmers by eating crops. Like the ostrich, the emu is a speedy 
animal. An emu can run nearly 30 miles (50 kilometres) per hour, taking 
9-foot (2.7-meter) strides. This can help an emu escape danger. 
!
!
The Saltwater Crocodile 
… is the world's largest reptile. These amazing creatures are found on 
the northern coast of Australia and inland for up to 100 kms or more. 
The Saltwater Crocodile has been reported to grow to lengths of 7 
metres!, but the average size of a Saltwater Crocodile is 4 metres long. 
Their features have changed very little from those of their prehistoric 
ancestors, proving that their body form has been highly successful in 
nature. Some experts believe that the crocodile, in its present form, has 
not changed for the last 100 million years.  Maybe a perfect design? 
!

!  

  
!



 !  

 The Platypus 
 …is one of nature's most unlikely animals. In fact, the first scientists to 
examine a specimen believed they were the victims of a hoax. The 
animal is best described as a hodgepodge of more familiar species: 
the duck (bill and webbed feet), beaver (tail), and otter (body and 
fur). Males are also venomous. They have sharp stingers on the heels of 
their rear feet and can use them to deliver a strong toxic blow to any 
foe.  Platypuses hunt underwater, where they swim gracefully by 
paddling with their front webbed feet and steering with their hind feet 
and beaver like tail. Folds of skin cover their eyes and ears to prevent 
water from entering, and the nostrils close with a watertight seal. In this 
posture, a platypus can remain submerged for a minute or two and 
employ its sensitive bill to find food. 
!

!  

 The Common Ringtail Possum 
 Together with the Common Brushtail Possum, it has adapted well to 
living in close association with humans and is often seen in suburban 
gardens at night and is found in Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria and South Australia.  About the size of a cat the Common 
Ringtail Possum is grey with white patches behind the eyes and on the 
belly, and orange-brown tinges on the tail and limbs. Its long prehensile 
tail has a white tip and it uses it like a fifth limb to climb and jump 
between connecting branches, fences and power lines.  



 !     

 Frogs  
…are recognised for their sensitivity to pollution and habitat 
destruction, and are therefore useful indicators of water quality 
changes in local waterways.    Green Tree Frogs are one of the largest 
Australian frogs and sometimes they sit beneath outside lights at night 
to catch insects that are attracted to the light, but they are also 
capable of taking larger prey on the ground, including mice. They 
have also been recorded catching bats around cave entrances.   

                                       

  !  

 Dingoes 
... cannot bark - but they can howl.  In the canine world, they are the 
only ones capable of rotation, this enables them to use their paws like 
hands and turn door knobs and can also turn their head almost 180 
degrees in each direction and have permanently erect ears. These 
abilities enable them to go where other dogs can't, which means 
dingoes can cause more problems for humans than other wild 
members of the dog family. Dingoes live in Australia and Southeast Asia 
and Thailand.  



   Australian dingoes are larger than Asian dingoes. . Males are larger 
than females, weighing 26 to 43 pounds (12 to 20 kg) and females 
weigh 21 to 35 pounds. Domestication of dingoes has been difficult as 
they are very intelligent animals and far more independent and harder 
to train than other dogs. Most Australian dingoes are ginger-coloured 
or sandy coloured with white chests, but there can be dark coloured 
dingoes.   Wild dingoes can live for up to ten years but usually in the 
wild live for five or six years.  When cared for by people can live up to 
15 years or more.  They have larger canine teeth than domestic dogs; 
this enables them to kill and eat prey ranging in size from small lizards, 
birds and rodents up to sheep and kangaroos, and will also scavenge 
carrion.  At around 8 weeks old, pups are weaned onto solid food, 
often consisting of regurgitated meat from their group family and will 
stay with their family for 4 to 6 mths.  The days of the pure dingo may 
be numbered. Dingoes are increasingly mating with feral domestic 
dogs. Some of the genetically purest dingoes live on Fraser Island in 
Queensland.                                    

!
!

!  

Wedge-tailed eagles   
 (Aquila audax fleayi) are the largest Australian raptors and are the 
second largest raptors in the world. They are predators and they prey 
upon rabbits, wallabies, snakes and small kangaroos, as well as other 
animals. 
Wedge-tailed eagles have enormous wings with a wingspan of over 
2 m and long, wedge-shaped tails. Wedge-tailed eagles use their… 



wings and their tail to soar high in the air and to swoop down to the 
ground to catch their prey. 
A wedge-tailed eagle’s eyes can see with eight times more detailed 
resolution than humans. This means that a wedge-tailed eagle could 
see a newspaper from over one and a half kilometres away. They can 
also see more colours than humans can. They use their well-developed 
eyes to search for prey and to see rising thermal air currents so that 
they can use these to gain altitude while using very little energy. 
Wedge-tailed eagles have strong feet, with long talons. Their longest 
talon is 5 cm long. They use their feet and talons to grasp onto their 
prey to keep it from fleeing. Wedge-tailed eagles also have large, 
hooked beaks to rip into the hides of their prey and to break the bones 
of prey. 
Usually the wedge-tailed eagle hunts alone, but sometimes it will hunt 
in a group with other wedge-tailed eagles. A group of wedge-tailed 
eagles working together can take down an adult red kangaroo! 


